THE UPPER ALDE BENEFICE

The Second Sunday of Easter

What a blessing Thomas is to Christians everywhere. He played such an important part in St John’s telling of the Easter drama. The first scene takes place on Easter night. The terrified disciples were huddled together, realizing that they we marked men because of their association with the criminal Jesus. The Risen Jesus appeared in their midst with his greeting of ‘Peace’ and breathed the Holy Spirit on his disciples. In the same way that in the Creation story God created man and woman by breathing life into them, the Risen Christ re-created humankind by breathing the new life of the Holy Spirit upon the Eleven.

In the second scene, the disciples excitedly tell the just-returned Thomas what they had seen. As we know, Doubting Thomas responded to the news with understandable scepticism. Thomas was a realist. He had expected the cross and nothing more.

The climactic third scene took place one week later, with Jesus’ second appearance to the assembled community – this time with Thomas present. The Lord invited Thomas to examine his wounds and ‘believe’.
‘Thomas answered and said to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”’

Our Lord’s blessing in response to Thomas’ profession of faith exalts the faith of every Christian of every age who ‘believes without seeing’; all Christians who embrace the Spirit of the Risen One possess a faith that is in no way different from or inferior to that of the first disciples. The power of the Resurrection transcends time and space.

All of us, at one time or another, experience the doubt and scepticism of Thomas. While we have heard the good news of the empty tomb of Jesus, all of our fears, problems and sorrows have the potential to overwhelm us and prevent us from realizing that good news in our own lives. In raising the beloved Son from the dead, God also raises our spirits to the realization of the totality and limitlessness of his love for us. Easter transforms our crippling sense of scepticism and cynicism into a sense of trust and hope in the providence of God.

Prayer

Risen Christ,
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:
open the doors of our hearts,
that we may seek the good of others
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
to the praise of God the Father.

Think about it

If you must tell me your opinions, tell me what you believe in. I have plenty of doubts of my own. (Goethe).

Scepticism isn’t always serious!
My wife has absolutely no confidence in my ability to repair electrical items around the house. 
Well, she's in for a shock!

