Councillor’s Monthly Bulletin – October 2022
from Maurice Cook and Lydia Freeman
(Please circulate electronically and print only when necessary. We should be most grateful
for our bulletin to be posted on your websites for the benefit of your residents.)

East Suffolk pays tribute to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
The Councillors and Officers of East Suffolk Council were
deeply saddened by news of the death of Her Majesty The
Queen.
As a mark of respect, flags at our council offices were flown
at half-mast, while books of condolences were opened at
offices in Melton and Lowestoft to allow local people to pay
their respects.
Following quiet and careful preparation, the Council was able to provide exceptional
support as communities mourned the death of Her Majesty The Queen and observed the
Proclamation of the Accession of King Charles III, while a number of delicate decisions were
properly made around the continuation or postponement of normal activities during the
mourning period.
Councillors Maurice Cook and Carol Poulter were pleased to join Framlingham Town
Councillors in a packed St Michael’s Church for delivery of the Proclamation of the
Accession of King Charles III by FTC Council Chairman Cllr Clive Eastwood.

Ward News
End in sight in Fairfield Road
Further to my request for an update on the present position re the footpath works and
temporary traffic lights on Fairfield Road I have now received the following report from
Suffolk Highways:
"The design for the foot way support and reconstruction works has now been completed and
we are currently in negotiations regarding the costs of the construction works.
The construction work has been programmed in to be delivered commencing on 21/11/22
extending into early December. This is subject to agreement of costs, weather and
programme progression.
If there is any change to the programming of this work we will let you know ASAP.
We are conscious of the length of time this has taken and the sensitivities around the need

to complete this work and remove the temporary traffic management and therefore we have
been and continue to push for delivery as soon as possible.'"
This has taken far too long to address but at last there is hope of having the works
completed before the end of the year.
I have diarised the date and will try to ensure that the works do commence on time.

Yet more traffic lights!

I recently suggested that Suffolk County Council be requested to
provide Give-Way lines on the Station Road side of the bridge and signs to indicate that
incoming traffic has priority at this narrow bridge adjoining Station Road and Broadwater
Road. Now, following a road traffic accident, I am sure you are aware there are now three
way traffic lights at the bridge.
I am arranging to meet with colleagues from the County Council to press for the repairs to
the bridge to be carried out as soon as possible to limit the disruption to a minimum and
prevent the kind of delays we have experienced in Fairfield Road.

Bringing the Village Hall up to date!

Lydia and I were delighted to attend Rendham Village Hall to present a cheque for £4,400,
from our Enabling Communities budgets, toward the cost of a state of the art digital heating
system.
It was a joy to meet Committee Chairman Denis Moore and so many residents and learn of
the many ways in which the Village Hall plays such an important role in the

District News
Council backs First Light Festival with three-year commitment of support
East Suffolk Council has demonstrated its
commitment to the First Light Festival in
Lowestoft by pledging continued financial
support to the annual event.
Cabinet members recently backed plans to
help support festival organisers in securing
Arts Council funding over the next three
years.
Tens of thousands of people descended on Lowestoft's South Beach for the return of the
First Light Festival in June.
In 2019, the Council’s investment of £90,000 resulted in a £900,000 return on investment in
terms of direct local financial benefit, while the £200,000 invested for 2022 delivered
approximately £690,000 of visitor spend (with the overall direct local financial anticipated to
be significantly larger).
We have now promised to provide First Light Festival with £500,000 of funding to support
the community interest company's National Portfolio Organisation application to the Arts
Council. If successful in its application, First Light Festival will receive £660,000 from the Arts
Council, which, along with funding from East Suffolk Council and other sources, will help
secure its future for the next three years.
Funding will be drawn from the New Homes Bonus Reserve and provided on a sliding scale
over the three years – with £180,000 for 2023/24, £170,000 for 2024/25 and £150,000 for
2025/26 – as the community interest company generates additional income through both
the festival and as operators of the regenerated East Point Pavilion venue.

Design team appointed for Cultural Quarter project
A major project to redevelop the Customer Services
Centre and Battery Green car park, in Lowestoft, has
taken a step forward with the appointment of a design
team.
Norwich-based architects Chaplin Farrant and design
studio HemingwayDesign will produce detailed designs
to be submitted for planning in spring 2023 for the
‘Cultural Quarter’ project.

The Cultural Quarter project is one of five transformational regeneration projects detailed
within the Town Investment Plan, and which received £24.9m from the Government’s
Towns Fund.
The project will see the redevelopment of the Council’s current Customer Services Centre to
provide a new cultural facility with associated eatery, and the redevelopment of the former
Battery Green multi-storey car park to provide a new leisure offer.
Along with the other Towns Fund projects, the Cultural Quarter project is expected to be
complete by March 2026.

Major funding boost for efforts to end rough sleeping in East Suffolk
East Suffolk Council has welcomed the allocation of
£2.5million in government funding towards additional
support for people at risk of sleeping rough.
The £2,434,258 funding settlement will be awarded across
three years in support of a long-term, strategic programme
to end rough sleeping.
East Suffolk Council is among 303 local authorities, charities and other organisations to have
received a share of up to £500m as part of the government’s flagship Rough Sleeping
Initiative (RSI) – designed to help provide emergency beds, off-the-street accommodation
and wrap-around support.
It follows publication of the £2bn cross-government Rough Sleeping Strategy by the
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLHUC) to drive forward a
manifesto commitment to tackle homelessness.
In East Suffolk, RSI funding will go towards additional emergency accommodation and
resources, providing valuable services across the district in conjunction with Access
Community Trust.
Funding will also facilitate partnership work with Suffolk County Council on developing a
Housing First model of support – piloted in Manchester, Liverpool and the West Midlands –
for not only rough sleepers, but also young people requiring a pathway plan towards
independent living.

Roadshows provide advice across East Suffolk on rising cost of living
A series of roadshows are taking place across East Suffolk to help provide advice to people
concerned about the rising cost of living.

Free professional advice is available for dealing with rising fuel costs, money saving, benefits
and debt management, as well as information on the financial support available.
Support is also on offer from local groups and organisations at the money roadshows,
organised by East Suffolk Council and the East Suffolk Community Partnerships.
Events have taken place in Leiston, Wickham Market, Lowestoft and Kessingland, with the
following still to come:
•
Felixstowe Christ Church – Monday 10 October (6pm-7pm)
•
Bungay Fisher Theatre – Wednesday 12 October (11am-2pm)
•
Kesgrave Scout Hall – Friday 14 October (12.30pm - 3.30pm)
•
Southwold United Reformed Church – Tuesday 18 October (11am-2pm)
•
Woodbridge Community Hall* – Tuesday 25 October (10am -12noon)
•
Beccles Blyburgate Hall – Thursday 27 October (11am-2pm)
•
Halesworth St Mary’s Church – Tuesday 1 November (11am-2pm)
•
Felixstowe St Philips Community Hub – Wednesday 2 November (10.30am-1.30pm)
•
Carlton Colville* Uplands Community Centre – Friday 4 November (10am-12noon)
•
Reydon Village Hall* – Friday 11 November (2pm-4pm)
•
Framlingham St Michaels Church – Tuesday 15 November (11am-2pm)
•
Saxmundham Smile Café (Fromus Centre) – Wednesday 16 November (10am-2pm)

New food support scheme launched in Beccles to help those in need
A new food support scheme has launched in Beccles to provide those in need with hot
meals and drinks.
Inspired by the successful Thin Ice project in Lowestoft, Beccles Comfort Food has launched
to provide free hot meals and drinks to households who are struggling with the cost of
living. The scheme is part of a wider set of cost-of-living support projects being developed
by East Suffolk Council.
This Beccles scheme is funded by councillors Caroline Topping, Sarah Plummer and Elfrede
Brambley-Crawshaw, and by Suffolk County Councillor for Beccles, Peggy McGregor, and is
voucher-based, meaning a household must be issued with a voucher from a referral hub in
the town. Once the household has the voucher, they can redeem the voucher at local cafés.
The local community is being invited to help support this initiative by spreading the message
and providing a small donation at the Beccles Community Hub.

East Suffolk Explorer walking challenge launched for October
A new walking challenge has been launched in East Suffolk
– with vouchers and digital tech up for grabs as prizes for
taking part.
East Suffolk Council has teamed up with community-based
walking app Go Jauntly to create the month-long
challenge.
Challengers are asked to walk a minimum of 20 minutes a day – with digital badges to be
collected at key milestones and prizes to be won in a weekly draw.
The initiative is designed to promote the positive physical and mental health benefits of
walking.
As part of the Digital Towns programme, East Suffolk Council has been working with Go
Jauntly to develop outdoor adventures across all 12 of the district's principal towns and
villages.
The programme has already seen the installation of free public Wi-Fi, digital footfall
counters and town marketing platforms, alongside business support, in towns including
Felixstowe, Lowestoft, Southwold and Woodbridge.
The East Suffolk Explorer challenge runs until Sunday 31 October on the Go Jauntly app,
which can be downloaded for free from the Apple Store or Google Play.

Funding provides wheelchair access at care farm
A local care farm has received a funding boost
from an East Suffolk councillor.
Cllr Linda Coulam, East Suffolk councillor for
the Gunton and St. Margarets ward, donated
£3,000 from her Enabling Communities
Budget to Pathways Care Farm to support the
installation of new wheelchair access.
An opening event was held at Lowestoft-based Pathways, attended by Cllr Coulam,
representatives from Pathways Care Farm and members of the Waveney Suffolk Help in
Multiple Sclerosis (SHIMS) group.

Waveney SHIMS is a self-help group for people with MS, run by people with MS, and offers
support and friendship, complimentary therapies, information and social events. The group
meets at Pakefield Church Hall on the first and third Friday of each month.

Surveys and consultations
As always, we want to encourage participation in surveys and consultations, as feedback
from people in East Suffolk is invaluable and helps us ensure we’re making the right
decisions for our communities.
•

Leiston Town Centre Masterplan
Consultation on high-level concept designs for the future of Leiston town centre,
including improvements to public spaces, better connectivity between key
locations, and enhanced cycling and walking routes. Consultation events take
place in Leiston on 5 and 6 October, with an online survey open via Leiston Town
Centre Masterplan » East Suffolk Council

Diary dates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

10th October at 10am – Strategic Planning Committee (Conference Room, Riverside)
10th October at 6pm – Beccles, Bungay, Halesworth and villages Community Partnership
(Shadingfield Village Hall)
11th October at 2pm – Planning Committee North (Conference Room, Riverside)
12th October at 10am – Aldeburgh, Leiston, Saxmundham and villages Community
Partnership (Moot Hall, Aldeburgh)
14th October at 1pm – Appointments Committee (Deben Conference Room, East Suffolk
House)
17th October at 6.30pm – Licensing Committee (Conference Room, Riverside)
18th October at 2pm – Planning Committee South (Deben Conference Room, East Suffolk
House)
20th October at 4pm – Southwold Harbour Management Committee (Stella Peskett
Millennium Hall)
27th October at 6.30pm – Scrutiny Committee (Deben Conference Room, East Suffolk House)

