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MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

MONDAY 14th MAY 2012
JUBILEE HALL at 8.35

Robert C .T. Wardley, (chairman), Mary Mann, Rebecca Smith, Carol Sheward, Nick Watts, John Calver, Kathy Whitbread
 Copied for information to: County Councillor Colin Hart; District Councillor Colin Walker; Suffolk Constabulary: PC Mark Bryant
Clerk: Mrs Ruth Hart  
Members of the public 4                                      
1. Election of Chairman and signing of Chairman’s Declaration of Office Mr. Robert Wardley was voted Chairman unanimously.
2. Election of Vice Chairman and signing of Declaration of Office Mr. Robert Rous was elected Vice Chairman unanimously
3. Council representatives and nominative representatives were confirmed for: Dennington Jubilee Hall; Nick Watts, Dennington Consolidated Charities: Robert Wardley/Robert Rous, Dennington C.E.V.C.P. School; Simon Cartmel,  Dennington Sports Club: to be deferred until meeting on June 18th
4. Council Committees and group/individual appointments were agreed: Tree Warden: David Wright,  Transport, Highways and Footpaths: Nick Watts, Transport: John Calver, SALC: Rebecca Smith, Newsletter: Robert Wardley, Carol Sheward, Mary Mann,  Planning Committee: all councillors, Parish Plan and Safety: Robert Wardley
5. Apologies for Absence: Robert Rous
6. Declaration of Interests: none
7. Confirmation of Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on 5th March 2012: agreed and signed as correct record
8. Matters raised in Annual Parish Meeting: none
9. Reports: none
10. Adoption of Code of Conduct: no changes had been made to the Code of Conduct.  All councillors approved and adopted the Code of Conduct 2012 
11. Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer: Mrs Ruth Hart was appointed a responsible Financial Officer for 2012/2013
12. Review of Effectiveness of Internal Controls and Appointment of Internal Auditor: Councillors reviewed the Effectiveness of Internal Controls and external audit.  The inetrnal checkilist wsa approved, and having received the work of theinternal auditor, it was agreed to reappoint Heelis and Lodge for the financial year 2012/13
13. New Clerk’s Contract: The contract for Mrs Ruth Hart wsa agreed and signed
14. Clerk’s Report to include signing of financial report, receipts and expenditure book and Annual Return along with statement of assurance for external auditors; 
Financial report  was presented to Councillors and approved and signed along with the receipts and expenditure book

Annual Return and Statement of Assurance for external auditors was presented to Councillors.  The Satement of Assurance was approved and signed.
adoption of new list of signatories for cheques and account administration signatories for cheques were approved – Robert Wardley, Robert Rous, Matt Lunn, Nick Watts, Katherine Whitbread, Rebecca Smith and Ruth Hart

The clerk reported that

1. The Parish Council has received the first of the precept payments: £2750 for the first six months; the next payment will be on 28th September; VAT refund was also received on 13th March 2012: £256.39

2. SCDC: Rates for Playing Field: £209.25; £20.25 for first month and £21 for subsequent months

3. Payment of insurance for tractor has been paid since last meeting, along with maintenance bill for machinery: insurance covers tractor until April 2013

4. The notice of appointment for the exercise of electors’ rights will be displayed from 21st May to 3rd June, with records being available to the public from 6th June to 3rd July.

5. Internal Audit by Heelis and Lodge has been carried out. Her report notes that bank statement sheet 96 for the period July 26th 2011 to August 25th 2011 was missing in respect of the No. 2 account.  Similarly sheet No. 97 for the same period for the No. 1 account was missing.  These have now been found.

Only recommendation that Council confirm that the asset valuation in the Asset register meet the current requirements for valuation of assets.

(Agenda item 15 of meeting May 14th 2012 refers)
6. List of signatories for cheques has been updated
Accounts:

Bank Accounts:
HSBC Account No 1: 



£ 523.99




HSBC Account No 2:




£5025.89
Deposits since last meeting: 




Precept





£2750




VAT refund





£256.39

Cheques signed since last meeting: 

100301

Robert Wardley



£53.98

100302

The Broker Network (tractor insurance)
£132.50

Cheques to be agreed and signed at this meeting:


100303

Heelis and Lodge (internal auditor)

£ 55

100304

destroyed







100305

SALC





£211

100306

Ruth Hart




£170

100307

Ruth Hart – stationery



£ 10.01

15. Standing Orders were approved for 2012, no change from 2011
Financial Regulations were agreed and signed
Health and Safety Assessments were agreed and signed 
Assets Register: Councillors agreed the amendments, approved and signed
16. Highways and Footpaths; nothing to report
17. Correspondence; the Golden Jubille account had been closed and balance transferred to Diamond Jubilee Account
Cllr Wardley read out letter from MP D. Poulter (copy file)

18. Public Session: a query was raised regarding expenses incurred by the Diamond Jubilee committee.  The enquirer was referred to Robert Rous.
19. Dates of next Parish Council meetings: June 18th at 7.30.  September 17th at 7.30, November 12 th (budget) at 7.30  
Meeting closed 9.10 pm

SIGNED:___________________________________________ DATE:_____________
Mrs R. Hart   Mary Vale, The Street, Ashfield cum Thorpe, Suffolk, IP14 6LX,   hart.ruth1@gmail.com

