DENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
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MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
MONDAY NOVEMBER 12TH 2012
IN THE JUBILEE HALL AT 7.30pm
Councillors:
Mr. Robert C .T. Wardley (Chairman) Robert C. Rous (Vice Chairman), John Calver, Matt Lunn, Mary Mann, Nick Watts, Rebecca Smith, Katherine Whitbread
Present:
Mr. Robert C .T. Wardley (Chairman), Robert C. Rous (Vice Chairman), 

Matt Lunn, Mary Mann, Katherine Whitbread, Rebecca Smith
Members of the public:  3 


Clerk: Mrs Ruth Hart
1. APOLOGIES: Nick Watts
2. TO CONFIRM AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 17TH  2012: These were agreed and signed as a true record
3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: Robert Rous (Dennington Parish Church), Mary Mann (Village Hall)
4. CASUAL VACANCY Robert Wardley reported to the meeting that he had approached Mrs Doris Dearing who was happy to fill the casual vacancy.  She was duly thanked and welcomed to the meeting.
5. REPORTS :  Pond Site - Robert Wardley reported that he had a meeting with the Conservation officer regarding the Pond site.  She offered various suggestions for improvements but regretted that she was unable to offer any funding.  The 2 immediate causes of concern are the damage to the wooden bollards caused by vehicles and the refurbishment of the village jubilee seat. Additional parking on the village green was suggested by councillors, but not agreed. The meeting suggested that Dennington Consolidation Charities could be approached for funding.  Robert Rous to follow this up.
Jubilee event (deferred from last meeting) – Robert Rous reported that the event had been a great success, everyone had enthused about the day.  The final balance of £989.03 had been split between the Village Hall and the Sports Club.  A meeting in Jan/Feb is planned to discuss any future events.  Robert Wardley thanked both Robert Rous and Maggie Archard for all their hard work.
6. HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS : It was reported that there had been 2 minor accidents involving vehicles leaving the B1116 at Frozeley Hill/Dennington Hall entrance. Concerns were expressed over the speed of traffic. Clerk to contact Highways. 
It was also reported that a number of tyres had been dumped along Tannington Rd in the verge/ditch.  Clerk to contact Highways.
7.
CLERK’S REPORT –The clerk gave a short summary of training undertaken on the Budget training half day. 
Clerk’s training day – “Budget setting” provided by SALC, attended in October.   
The training reminded clerks that the reasons for budget setting are to:-  plan for future activities, set the precept , and to give councils authority for expenditure. The clerk also reminded councillors that when considering the new budgets there is the need to compare what the council would like to spend money on in the forthcoming year and the amount of income to be generated.  Councillors also need to consider the core expenditure, on-going activities, any funding for one off activities that are due to end, and new items.  The training also outlined the need for a working balance, additional to earmarked reserves of between 50 – 150% of precept income.
Bank Accounts:
HSBC Account No 1: 
£1,325.19









HSBC Account No 2:
£4,477.03








Cheques signed since last meeting:

100323
Bartram Mowers

£176.27

Cheques to be agreed and signed at this meeting:

100324
J Fuller (mower repair)
£  44.50

100325
SALC/training

£  30.00

100326
R Hart/mileage claim
£ 40.00

100327
Hall Hire

£ 42.00


100328
R Hart/printer cartridge
£ 17.29

100329
R Hart salary

£285.00
Donations:-

100330
Village Hall 

£250.00
100331
Dennington Sports Club
£250.00

100332
Parish Church lighting
£400

100333
Suffolk Air Ambulance
£50.00

100334
CAB donation

£50.00 

Information posters for a range of services including the fire service offer of checking fire alarms etc, to police election information have been put on noticeboards.

Cheques to be agreed and signed at this meeting: Following the discussion on the budget (see below) it was agreed to make donations, in order to support village organisations and community, as follows:-

£250 to Village Hall

£250 to Dennington Sports Club

£400 for external church lighting

£50 to CAB

£50 to Air Ambulance.
8. BUDGET: Discussion focused on 3 main areas:- 1) the costs of the core expenditure, 2) consideration of the rising costs of tractor repairs and the possibility of purchasing a replacement tractor, and how this could be funded, and 3) discretionary grants to local organisations.

The clerk and Chair presented 2 suggested budgets.  Budget A showed the effect of raising the precept to £9,000. Budget B paper raising the precept to £7,000. Following a lengthy discussion, councillors agreed unanimously to raise the precept to  £8,000, (approx £10 increase on Band D households), and further agreed to a core expenditure of £3,845 with a commitment of £2,000 towards a replacement tractor lawn mower. Further decisions regarding the payment of discretionary grants for 2013/14 will be discussed at future meetings.  Councillors agreed that setting the precept for 2014/15 would take place at the November 11th 2013 budget setting meeting.

9. CORRESPONDENCE:- letter from SCDC re Sports Club application for funding – agreed to support the use of £10,288.73 from the sports pot on condition that the funding from Sport England is also successful (letter from SCDC of 30th October refers)
request for funding from Disability Advice Service – declined

advice re Ash trees/disease – noted

email re consultation on proposed merger of Suffolk Fire and Rescue Services and Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Services – agree in principle
Suffolk ACRE community oil buying group – Matt Lunn to co-ordinate

Mid Suffolk Arts Day Centre vacancies – Councillors to consider who might benefit

Robert Rous was confirmed as representative on Dennington Consolidated Charities.
Contents of blue folder:-

LAIS update – already emailed, “Parish Matters” Came and Company, SALC annual report
10. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS AT 7.30

2013:-

February 18th
May 13th annual meeting and AGM, to start at 7pm
July 22nd
Sept 16th
Nov 11th (budget)

11. PUBLIC SESSION: It was reported that the Allotments were very successful, and that the new Ballroom Dancing weekly sessions had started well and that there was room for more participants. 
Meeting closed at 8.55.
Signed………………………………………………….  Date ………………………………
Clerk: Mrs. Ruth Hart, Mary Vale, The Street, Ashfield cum Thorpe, IP14 6 LX  01728 685622  hart.ruth1@gmail.com

